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Abstract: In the last 50 years there

has been a remarkable change
in the shape of the Catholic
Church building with regard
to the preceding decades. The
Council said little about litur-
gical architecture and certainly
did not intend to give speci-
fic guidelines on how to build
churches. The analysis of the
conciliar texts shows that a
«Vatican II church building»
is a place of prayer, with the
understanding of prayer as a
general way of denominating a
broad program of usage.
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Resumen: En los dltimos 50 afios

ha habido un cambio notable
en la forma del templo catélico
respecto a las décadas prece-
dentes. El Concilio hablé muy
poco sobre arquitectura litdrgica
y, desde luego, no pretendi6 dar
directrices concretas sobre el
modo de construir iglesias. El
analisis de los textos conciliares
muestran que la «iglesia-edificio
segln el Concilio Vaticano II»
es un lugar de oracion, enten-
diendo oracion como un modo
general de denominar un amplio
programa de usos.
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